NN3S5I 


Smithsonian Amateur Radio Group 


John Weise - N4NPG (previous Call: 
KL3PG) 


First Licensed in 2012 

Air Force 2011-2015 

ARRL Clean Sweep 2013 

Operator for W1AW/4 Alabama in 2014 


Stationed in Elmendorf, AK 2011-2014. 
Member of KL7AIR/KL7USA. 


Navy MARS 2012-2014 


Smithsonian Institution 2015-Present 


What is Amateur 
Radio? 


Amateur or “ham” radio is a vibrant hobby that allows 
people of all occupations from all around the world to 
communicate with nothing more than radio waves. 
People use ham radio to talk across town, around the 
world, or even to the International Space Station and the 
moon, all without the Internet or cell phones. Ham radio 
is fun, social, educational, and can provide a critical 
communications capability during an emergency, and at 
the Smithsonian, it can make science and history come 
to life! 


Radio amateurs were central to the development of 
wireless technology, including many things we use today. 
Amateur radio operators first pioneered most of the 
major inventions in communication. Radio hams are 
always trying to find better ways to communicate over 
the air, such as using computers to enhance the 
reception of weak radio signals, building better 
antennas, and exploring radio propagation. Since the 
1930s, amateurs have supplied countless hours of public 
service, particularly in emergencies, filling in gaps when 
commercial communications fail or prove inadequate. 


History of NN3SI 


> The Smithsonian National Museum of American History was given a special 
callsign in 1976 during the American Bicentennial celebrations as part of an 
exhibit called “Nation of Nations”. 


NN3SI 


Nation of Nations Three Smithsonian Institution 


Smithsonian Secretary S. Dillon Ripley (left), ARRL President Harry 


Dannals, W2HD, and operator Joseph Fincutter W3IK inaugurate station 
NNSSI in July 1976. Photo: NUAH 
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of Nations 


The National Museum 


‘Smithsonian Institution \ 
Washington, D.C. 20560 "A 


a 


National Museum of History and Technology, now the National Museum of 
American History, volunteer John Swafford W4HU demonstrates ham radio 
station NN3SI to visitors of the exhibit “A Nation of Nations.” Photo: Featured in 


TORCH, March 1978 


History of NN3SI 


Washington 
aa D. C. 
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Members of the public who were Tove @ oe Nations oa 
licensed radio operators were thaw” NWNSSI 
invited to come and operate the — aie : 
station as guests. Hardcore radio 
enthusiasts would plan their 
vacation schedules to have an 
opportunity to operate NN3SI. 
Continually staffed by Smithsonian 
volunteers, an almost continuous 
stream of operators communicated 
with the public direct from the 
museum building to anywhere on nth 
the globe from 1976-2008. - Semone 


The Bicentennial of the United States 
Constitution : 
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Person To Person in 1983. 
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NN3SI in Information Age, 2004. The QSL cards displayed on the front 
panel represent thousands received over the years. The monitor showed 
when the International Space Station was in contact range. 


Ray Hutt (AA4SI) logs a contact on the last day of operations at American 
History with Carl Lagoda (W3CL), Allan Hubbart (KH6ILR), Michael Terry 
(KD4KL) in attendance. 


History of NN3SI 


> The last exhibit hosting amateur radio, Information Age, closed in 2005 when 
NMAH itself closed to the public for nearly three years of renovations. During 
that time, NNSSI moved to a temporary location outside the construction zone. 
Unfortunately, plans for two new exhibitions that might have provided NN3SI a 
home never came to fruition. Attempts to find another venue for the station 
failed, so when the museum reopened in 2008, the station closed. 


> The NNSSI callsign was left registered to Smithsonian until 2013 when the 
callsign expired. 


The New NN3SI 


> | wanted to establish a radio club at SI for several years. 


> An accidental search of the collections database let me to information about 
the old NN3SI. 


> Making contact with the American History museum, | was able to get them to 
allow me to take over the callsign and establish the club using the original call 
letters. 


> To find interested hams, | took the entire FCC callsign database and cross 
referenced it with the Smithsonian address book and contacted every licensed 
person at SI one at a time. 


> We found our first group of members and registered for a club call with the 
FCC, then requested NN3SI as a vanity call. 


The new NN3SI 


NN3SI reactivated as a Smithsonian Radio club on 1 January 2019. 


A pan-Smithsonian group open to everyone in SI to promote radio across the 
institution. 


Membership is open to any Smithsonian staff member of any type. (Employee, 
Contractor, Volunteer, Intern, Retiree, etc.) 


OR 
Employee or Volunteer of the original NN3SI station operating from 1976-2008. 


The new NN3SI 


> Do not have a fixed station location yet; we operate portable from the 
rooftops of Smithsonian buildings or from other locations 


We try to be on the air for major contests and events. We QSL 100%. 


>» We also work on a lot of projects that are not only operating on the air. 


> To attract new members, we teach radio licensing classes and testing sessions. 


> Currently have 80 members, of those 80 approx. 40 are newly licensed 
technicians that we put through our classes. 


The Smithsonian Institution is the world's largest 
museum, education, and research complex. We 
are opening new doors, analyzing big questions, 
and sharing stories with you. To better under- 


stand the world and our place in it, we are on the 
ground in more than 140 countries researching, 
conserving, designing, and educating. 


NN3SI was established at the height of America’s 
bicentennial celebrations in 1976 as part of the 
Nation of Nations exhibition. It featured a fully 
working and operational amateur radio station 
right inside the National Museum of American 
History. Members of the public who were 
licensed radio operators were invited to come 
and operate the station as guests. In 2008, 
the amateur radio station went offline due to 
building renovations. A full decade since oper- 
ations ceased, amateur radio has returned as the 
Smithsonian Institution Amateur Radio Group. 


€ Smithsonian 


KB3IFH QSL Cards 


NN3SI 


Smithsonian Amateur Radio Group 


Look us up on QRZ.com 
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Photo: Smithsonian Institution Building, “The Castle," on the 
National Mall in Washington, D.C. 
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Ongoing Plans 


vvviyv 


Keeping the NN3SI call on the air! 
Becoming an ARRL Affiliated Club. 
Digitizing old logbooks and QSL cards. 


Promoting exhibits and events related to amateur 
radio. 


Fundraising and Donations. 


Continuing to teach radio classes and testing 
sessions to Smithsonian Staff and guests. 


Providing support to other groups and agencies 
across the DC area. 
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Ask Dave! Dave Casler, KE®OG, Answers Your Questions in His New Column for QST! | 50 
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QST Reviews 
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a Establishing a Fixed station location. 


Field Day 2023 


Future Plans 


Future radio exhibits? 


p— Cataloging old NN3SI archives and 
am _ objects. 


How you can help 


AS Contact us on the Air! 


9 Donate at NN3SI.SI.EDU 


E We are also looking for knowledgeable guest speakers at our 
Y club meetings to present radio concepts to our new hams. 


Contact us at 


Our website is nn3si.si.edu 


My email is 


